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Loughton Library 
public consultation 

Welcome to the public exhibition 
for Essex Housing’s proposed 
redevelopment of Loughton Library.

This exhibition provides an opportunity for 
residents and library users to find out more 
and ask questions about our exciting plans 
to deliver a brand new library for Loughton. 
Along with enhanced community and civic 
facilities, the project will provide brand 
new homes above the library, a new public 
square and landscaping improvements.

Thank you for attending, if you have any 
questions about the proposals please speak 
to a member of the team. 

About Essex Housing?

Essex Housing is Essex County 
Council’s housing development team. 
We were set up to build general needs, 
affordable and specialist housing, 
as well as improving and creating 
new community facilities. No site is 
the same, but we always set out to 
deliver well designed homes and 
neighbourhoods and reinvest any 
surpluses into public services  
through Essex County Council.

To enable us to remain Covid-
secure please view boards in 
order and ensure you follow 
the floor arrows and maintain 
social distancing.

The team
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 Why do we need a new building?
Essex County Council has committed to 
protect libraries and ensure they are fit 
for purpose in the future. 

This proposal is an opportunity to deliver 
this commitment to the residents of 
Loughton by providing a new high-quality 
library space to bring books to life.  

Loughton Library dates from the 1970s 
and will soon require extensive and costly 
maintenance to extend its life and ensure  
it is suitable for continued use. 

While the library has a large floor area,  
the use of space is inefficient with facilities 
spread across two floors and fixed spaces 
which cannot easily be configured for the 
range of uses required by different users. 

CURRENT SITE EXTERNAL CGI OF NEW LIBRARY

We have considered how we can best 
maintain the library and how the community 
can make the most of the space. The town 
centre location provides an opportunity to 
deliver high-quality homes above the new 
library, enabling the new building to be 
delivered at zero cost to the taxpayer.

A new energy efficient building also supports 
Essex County Council in its ambition to 
reach net-zero carbon emissions by 2050.

Given the future expenditure requirements, 
we believe this proposal represents best 
financial and amenity value for Loughton 
residents.
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 Our proposals
Essex Housing has undertaken lengthy 
consultation with planners from both 
Epping Forest District Council and Essex 
County Council to develop a library for 
the whole community to enjoy. 

The proposed design offers a modern, 
open-plan and flexible layout, providing an 
enhanced space and opening the library to 
a greater range of groups and events as well 
as opportunities to generate income which 
can be reinvested into the library service.

PROPOSED NEW LIBRARY VIEWED FROM THE CAR PARK

Our current proposals would provide:

  A modern open-plan library, 
benefitting from better accessibility, 
flexible design, and natural light to 
create a modern public venue for  
the community.

  Up to 38 high-quality apartments 
above the library, sympathetically 
designed to break up the massing 
of the building and impact on the 
surrounding landscape. 

  Creation of a public courtyard for 
outdoor learning and community 
activities, as well as a high-quality 
amenity space for new residents.

  A low energy and sustainable 
development with modern thermal 
insulation, air source heat pumps  
and Solar PV. Electric Vehicle Charging 
Points to be provided for all car 
parking spaces.

  Substantial improvements to the 
public realm around the library to 
enhance the quality of place for library 
users and the wider community.
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 New library and community space
The goal of these proposals is to provide  
a brand new library that is fit for purpose  
and fit for the future. 

Transparent frontages on each side will create 
a more “open” library that connects with the 
surrounding public realm promoting the various 
activities and services available to the local 
community.

Our proposed facilities are provided at zero net 
cost to the taxpayer, using the development of 
new homes to subsidise the library development. 
During the construction of the new library, the 
existing services will be temporarily relocated in 
the Loughton area. We are exploring a range of 
locations close by and welcome your views on 
possible locations.

PROPOSED GROUND FLOOR PLAN

Users of the library can expect:

  A modern single-floor accessible library with  
up to 675sqm of useable space, equating to 
80% of the current library floorspace.

  New 100sqm outdoor learning and activity 
space with stepped seating, linked directly to 
the library, when in use providing a total useable 
library space of 775sqm, equivalent to 92% of 
current floorspace. 

  A flexible space design enabling use for a range 
of events and meetings.

  All existing library amenities retained and 
upgraded, including 100sqm children’s area, 
sensory wall and computer facilities.

  Centrally located and visible offices for Loughton 
Town Council and the National Jazz Archive 
providing 100% of the current office space.

  Additional facilities including accessible toilets, 
baby changing facilities and public meeting area 
responding to asks of library users and staff. 

  A new 80sqm community space, providing 
greater flexibility and public meeting rooms.
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 New library and community space
community partners and hireable meeting rooms. 
Circulation space such as stair wells and areas  
not accessible to the public are excluded from  
the calculation.

The publicly accessible areas of the new building 
have been calculated using the same methodology, 
with 1,078sqm of useable space which is publicly 
accessible, equivalent to 88% of the current  
floor area.

The new library occupies a larger footprint 
than the current building. This design provides 
a larger, open-plan space, more flexible than 
the current design allowing use for a range  
of events and activities as well as providing  
a facility that is 100% accessible.

The current library has a publicly accessible area of 
1,219sqm, spaced across two floors. This calculation 
includes reference library, children’s area and 
exhibition space, community area, offices of 

Site boundary
Existing building footprint
Proposed building footprint

EXISTING AND PROPOSED  
BUILDING FOOTPRINTS

EXISTING GROUND FLOOR PLAN EXISTING FIRST FLOOR PLAN
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 New homes for Loughton

PROPOSED FOURTH FLOOR PLAN

To fund the new library and provide it at zero 
net cost to the Essex taxpayer, the development 
would include up to 38 new apartments above 
the library. 

Providing residential units above the library supports 
delivery of the 11,400 new homes required in Epping 
Forest by 2033, creates jobs and enables recovery 
and growth of the Essex economy.

Our high-quality designs include:

  32 two-bedroom and six one-bedroom 
apartments with the main entrance on the 
west side of the building and an additional two 
escape cores to the centre and eastern sides. 

  Third and fourth floor elevations staggered  
to break up the massing of the building and 
create more variation and visual interest.

  High-specification interior finishes and homes that 
exceed energy efficiency and space standards.

  All homes provided with their own outdoor 
amenity space in the form of balconies. Most 
flats are dual-aspect including all those facing 
north & east and will have full height windows 
and French doors.

  Gates securing the central courtyard, providing 
a private communal area for residents outside 
of library opening hours. 

  Basement provision of car parking and cycle 
stores outside the main entrance.  

  A main access core that is serviced by a lift  
and accommodates space for individual postal 
lockers for each flat and space for large parcels.

  Servicing for refuse and deliveries via the public 
car park with bin stores neatly positioned 
behind soft landscaping.

PROPOSED FIRST AND SECOND FLOOR PLAN

PROPOSED THIRD FLOOR PLAN
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 Design
Our design for the redeveloped library building 
makes use of a palette of materials inspired by 
the arts and crafts buildings in Loughton. 

This includes curtain walling to the ground floor, 
facing brickwork and render and coloured tiles 
with white concrete banding to break up the 
massing of the building.  

In developing the designs we have worked with 
landscape architects and Epping Forest District 
Council planners to ensure the proposals align  
with the local context with feedback used to  
form the designs presented here. 

Key elements of our exterior design include:

  The ground floor will be fully glazed, exposing 
the library and civic functions to passers-by 
and creating the effect of a ribbon of glass 
that wraps around the building.

  A buff facing brick is proposed on the ground 
to third floor walls with a light grey/buff 
brick to the fourth floor that is set back from 
Traps Hill. The existing retaining and hard 
landscaping walls are in red brick therefore 
the same brickwork has been adopted for  
the new boundary walls to give continuity  
at ground level. 

  Three shades of green render around the 
recessed balconies, deck access walls, bike 
and bin store walls and residential access 
add vibrancy and reference the importance 
of Epping Forest. 

  Metal railings to the balconies and good 
quality French doors and full height windows 
are proposed to all the flats in a tone to 
complement the facing brickwork.

DESIGN MATERIALS
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 Public realm landscaping
As a key part of our vision for the setting of the 
new Loughton Library, our proposals include 
a comprehensive landscaping plan to improve 
the public realm and approach to the library 
from Traps Hill. 

The proposed scheme incorporates a substantial 
landscape proposal that includes the following:

  Re-landscaping of the existing area to the West 
of the building to create an attractive access 
route from Traps Hill to the library entrance by 
possibly relocating existing bins, parking spaces 
and public WC as well as providing a new 
footpath and soft landscaping. 

  Incorporation of a dynamic courtyard area in 
the heart of the development, centred around 
the existing oak tree to provide an outdoor 
learning area with stepped seating allowing  
for flexibility of use by the library, for public 
events and as residential  
amenity space.

  Possible creation of a new footpath along the 
Eastern side of the building; connecting the 
library to the northern section of Traps Hill, 
a proposed new memorial, and the existing 
playground.

The project design team includes an arboricultural 
consultant to ensure that the final design is 
sympathetic to the existing tree cover surrounding 
the building. A detailed Arboricultural Impact 
Assessment will be submitted with any future 
planning application.

Details of the landscaping proposals will be 
confirmed as part of the detailed design in 
partnership with Epping Forest District Council 
prior to submission of a future planning 
application. 

PROPOSED LANDSCAPING 
AROUND THE LIBRARY  
BUILDING

Existing trees retained

Existing vegetation

Proposed tree

Proposed hedge

Proposed planting

Site area
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 Sustainability 
Consistent with the policy goals of Essex 
County Council, the redeveloped library 
will achieve significant improvements in 
sustainability. 

Create Consulting Engineers and SBA architects 
have developed a design which exceeds current 
Building Regulation requirements for carbon 
emissions by 35% and will ensure a low energy 
performance for the lifetime of the building. 

Measures include:

  Orientating the building to achieve maximum 
thermal efficiency.

  Maximising use of natural light with LED artificial 
lighting in all areas.

  Air-source heat pumps (ASHP) providing 
heating and cooling.

  Flats ventilated via mechanical ventilation 
(MVHR) units.

  Delivering a low-carbon, sustainable design  
and a low-maintenance facility.

  Systems designed to be flexible to 
accommodate future adaptions.

  Electric charging points, ample cycle parking 
and car share scheme to encourage sustainable 
travel options.

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING POINT

TECHNICIAN INSTALLING SOLAR PANELS

CYCLE PARKING
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 Next steps 
We welcome your feedback and will seek to 
incorporate as much as practicable in our  
final designs for the new library. 

Our consultation with stakeholders began in 
December 2020, and our public consultation 
period runs until 1 August 2021. 

The consultation website loughtonlibrary.co.uk 
will be updated with responses to feedback we 
have received.

During the final design and planning processes a 
temporary location for the library will be identified. 

We anticipate submitting a planning application  
in autumn 2021 with development taking place  
on the timescale indicated to the right. 

PROPOSED LIBRARY FROM THE NORTH EAST

Month 4
Planning 

determination

Month 34
Construction complete 

library opens

Month 12
Start on site  

library relocates
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